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Roman Empire in Anatolia in and after A.D. 1037, Syria in and after
A.D. 1071, and finally Egypt in A.D. 1164-9. On this historical analogy
we might also infer that, in the age of the First Dynasty of Babylon,
South-West Asia played the same role as in the age of the 'Abbasid
Caliphate in acting as a lodestone that drew Nomad invaders out of
their distant Central Asian cattle-ranges, and that, in both ages alike,
the Nomads' eventual invasions of Anatolia, Syria, and Egypt were in-
cidental consequences of an attack that had been directed towards the
Tigris-Euphrates Basin and the Indus Basin as its first objectives.1

As against this suggestion that the Hyksos are likely to have been all
of a piece with the Mitanni and the Kassites in their composition and
their provenance, Albright makes the point that

'The Hyksos royal names are, after all, predominantly Canaanite or
Amorite, so that the irruption of the Indo-Iranians and Hurrians [into
South-Western Asia] seems largely to have spent itself before reaching the
Egyptian frontiers.>z

Save-Soderbergh3 pronounces in the same sense still more categori-
cally. 'Most of the Hyksos names are pure Semitic, and those which can-
not be thus explained are in any case hardly Human.4 . . . Names of
a Human type are conspicuously absent among the Hyksos.'5

The inconclusiveness of this reasoning is exposed by the possibility of
concluding, on the same grounds, that the irruption of the Scandina-
vians into Western Christendom in the Dark Ages of Western history
must have spent itself before reaching Normandy, since the names
borne, and the language spoken, by the Norman conquerors of Apulia,
Sicily, and England were, after all, predominantly French. In this in-
stance we happen to know for a fact that, notwithstanding this linguistic
evidence, the forebears of the eleventh-century Norman masters of a
province on the Channel Coast of France had come thither in the tenth
century from Scandinavia. On this showing, Save-Soderbergh's and
Albright's argumentum a silentio might have been overridden if the pro-
gress of discovery and research had confirmed Eduard Meyer's two
theses that surviving epigoni of the Hyksos were to be seen in the 'mari-
annu' who are found in Syria in the fifteenth century B.C., and that the
word 'mariannu' is Indo-European.6

In the fifteenth-century B.C. the mariannu in Syria were echeloned
immediately in front of the Mitanni just across the Euphrates in Meso-
potamia, and the apparent survival of the name 'mariannu', a thousand
years later than that, in Anatolia looks like another indication that the
mariannu had been associated with the Mitanni in a Volkerwanderung
which had reached Anatolia from a starting-point in Central Asia in the
eighteenth or seventeenth century B.C. Mares (whose name was still per-
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